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For Richard Price, a single 
traumatic childhood incident 
has thrown a terrifying shad­
ow over the last four dec­
ades of his life. One evening 
in September 1955, near a 
cemetery in Troy, New York, 
Price claims, he encountered 
a couple of humanoids who 
took him aboard their craft 
and injected an implant 
under his skin. Now, a sci­
entist from a world-class 
university has analyzed that 
implant and reached a fas­
cinating conclusion. 

Price, who was then 8 
years old, has never forgot­
ten the episode, especially 
the moment the aliens im­
planted something into his­
now that the Bobbitt trial 
has made the word media- / 
acceptable-penis. 

"I was tied down to a 
table in the center of the 
room." he recalls, "and they 
had used a machine to scan 
over my body up to my neck. 
Then they took this implant 
from the table and put it at 
the end of this long needle 
attached to some type of 
box and cable. When they 
inserted the needle into my 
skin I could see·on a moni­
tor in front of me an enlarge­
ment where it looked like 
they were hooking up wires 
underneath my skin. Then, 
after they took the needle 
out and shut everything off, 
one of them came over to 
me and, before he helped 
me put my clothes back on, 
said: 'Leave it alone. or 
you'll die.'" 

Price reports he was too 
frightened to tell his parents · 
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about the incident. But in 
1964 while in high school he 
did tell a girlfriend and with­
in a week everyone in school 
was calling him "the space­
man." Finally, after getting 
into a fight. he was called to 
see the principal, who re­
ferred him to the school 
psychologist. 

Price underwent a bat­
tery of psychological tests 
and was given various med­
ications. But since no one 
had even heard of UFO ab­
ductions back then, he even­
tually ended up in a state 
hospital. He was released 
after three months, but only 
after "admitting" to the doc­
.tors on his case that the 
incident had never occurred . 

More than a dozen years 
would pass before Price 
could bear to relate this bi­
zarre tale again, once more 
trying to convince the out­
side world it was real. After 
talking to UFO investigators 
in 1981 , Price was urged to 
visit a doctor who, amazingly, 
confirmed the presence of 
a foreign.object in his penis. 
But since Price felt no dis­
comfort from it, the doctor 
suggested that nothing 
reeded to be done. 

Then in June 1989, while 
getting dressed, Price no­
ticed the "implant" protrud­
ing above the skin, and 
about two months later it 
came out. The object was 
roughly cylindrical. round­
ed at both ends, and had at 
least six small appendages. 
Tiny, measuring about 1 milli­
meter wide and 4 millimeters 
deep, it had an amber col-

ored interior and a white shell. 
Within two weeks Price 

had turned over a portion of 
the "implant" to David Pritch­
ard , a scientist at the Massa­
chusetts Institute of Tech­
nology who believes scien­
tists should look seriously at 
the abduction phenomenon. 
Pritchard says he agreed to 
analyze the "implant" for 
one simple reason: "Proving 
that life exists elsewhere in 
the universe would be the 
biggest scientific discovery 
of all time." 

For Pritchard, however, 
that dream must wait. In­
deed, the MIT scientist found . 
the object was made of "the 
kind of material elements 
and chemicals-carbon, 
oxygen, hydrogen, and com­
pounds-one would expect 
if the object were biological 
in origin and formed right 
here on planet Earth ... 

A dermatopathologist at 
Massachusetts General Hos­
pital in Boston, moreover, 
supports Pritchard's conclu­
sion. Thomas Flotte found 
that the "implant" consists 
of concentric layers of fibro­
blasts, a type of cell found 
in connective tissue, extra­
cellular material like colla­
gen, and some external cot­
ton fibers. The human body 
apparently produces such 
calcified tissue in response 
to .injury, either from foreign 
material like a piece of glass 
or a wood splinter. or from a 
trauma of some kind, caused 
perhaps by a baseball or a 
table corner. 

"This calcification process 
is common," says Flotte, 
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"though the penis is not a 
site of trauma all that often." 
The cotton fibers probably 
came from Price's under­
wear; they became incor­
porated into the body tis­
sue as it hardened. 

Pritchard, who with Har­
vard psychiatrist John Mack 
organized an abduction 
conference held at MIT in 
the summer of 1992, knows 
of one other penile implant 
case; upon examination, 
that implant, too, _turned out 
to be calcified damaged 
tissue of terrestrial, and 
human, origin. 

But despite the rather 
mundane outcome, Pritch­
ard feels that the Price im­
plant case is as good as 
anyone in the business of 
analyzing possible extra­
terrestrial artifacts is likely 
to get. "I thought this object 
had an extremely good 
pedigree because it was 
associated with a conscious 
recollection," notes Pritch­
ard, "and Price even has a 
doctor's report indicating 
that he had something 
under his skin 10 years ago." 

While Pritchard found no 
sign that the "implant" was 
an alien artifact, he states 
his investigation does not 
rule out the extremely re­
mote possibility that, ·as . 
believers might argue, the 
calcified tissue was actual­
ly manufactured by aliens. 

"It's possible," he ex­
plains. "that the aliens are 
so clever that they can 
make devices that serve 
their purposes yet appear 
to have a _prosaic origin as 
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natural products of the hu­
man body and fibers from 
cotton underwear. So this 
case only rules out the pos­
sibility of clumsy aliens. It 
doesn't rule out the possi­
bility of super-Clever aliens." 

Other ideas, however, 
might make more sense. 
For instance, given the re­
cent connection some sci­
entists have made between 
the mind and body, it has 
been suggested that Price 
may have "induced" the 
implant much like people 
who practice visualization 
exercises have been shown 
to improve their T-cell 
counts, boosting the im­
mune system. 

But psychologists reject 
the notion that Price·s be­
lief in aliens might some­
how have' provoked the 
growth. "To willfully create 
such a calcification is highly 
unlikely," says Kentucky 
psychologist Robert Baker, 
author of Hidden Memories, 
"almost as unlikely as an 
alien implant." 

Baker also largely ais­
misses the possibility that 
Price might be using an 
alien encounter story to 
cover up an episode of 
childhood sexual abuse. 
"While such things are pos­
sible," he says, "it's not usu­
ally the case. In f;3.ct, over 
the years we've discovered 
that people remember 
very. clearly cases of child­
hood sexual abuse. It's not 
a question of repression." 

More likely, notes Baker, 
Price's so-called aliens were 
a hallucination associated 

with a sleep paralysis epi­
sode. The paralysis typically 
results in very shallow 
breathing, which reduces 
the oxygen input to the 
brain. In some people, such 
oxygen reduction stimulates 
the sexual centers. "And 
then later on if he found any­
thing wrong with his geni­
tals," says Baker, "he would 
attribute whatever the prob­
lem. was to what the hallu­
cinated aliens did." 

But how did the "implant" 
get there in the first place? 
William Cone, a psycholo­
gist in private practice in 
Newport Beach, California, 
thinks he knows the answer. 
"To my knowledge Wf3 have 
yet to recover an implant 
that resembles anything 
alien ," he states. "Instead, 
the chances of somebody 
finding a little something 
wrong with his or her body 
are greater than we think. 
Stati$tically, if you look at the 
population at large, you are 
going to see a lot of people 
who have had growths and 
bumps and pieces of stuff 
stuck in their body. Out of 
that large population, some 
people interested in abduc­
tions are going to find things 
in their body, and as far as I 
am concerned, that is prob­
ably what happened here." 

Meanwhile Price, in an 
effort to come to grips with 
the turmoil this and two 
subsequent alien encoun­
ters have caused, is in the 
process of writing- a book 
about it all with a surpris­
ing ly down-to-earth title: 
What Affects Your Life.DO 

.. 
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Roger McGuinn of The 
Byrds once put it this way: 
If you want to be a rock­
and-roll star, it's a relative­
ly straightforward affair. 
"Just get a guitar and 
learn how to play." Musical 
rhetoric aside, much the 
same can be said of a 
UFO investigator. No sp·e­
cial degrees or licenses 
are required- just a few 
basic chords. 

As you go about mak­
ing ybur UFO album, you'll 
find yourself returning to 
those chords again and 
again. The first one, pre­
sented in this chapter. is a 
basic UFO sorting system. 
When you've mastered it, 
you'll gain the virtuoso 
ability to recognize and 
classify potential UFOs. It 
stands to reason that, as a 
UFO hunter, this basic skill 

will enable you to assess a 
sighting's importance, de­
termining how much time 
and energy, and what in­
strumentation, you want to 
bring to bear' on a particu­
lar case. A report of a bright 
white light that lines up 
with Venus's known posi­
tion in the sky at the time, 
for example, should attract 
much less attention than, 
say, a competing case in­
volving multiple witnesses, 
radar returns, and indica­
tions of a physical impact 
on the environment, such 
as brok~n tree limbs, 
scorched grass, piles of 
debris, and so on. 

A classification system 
is necessary not only as a 
starting point, but also as 
an end result. Once your 
investigation is concluded, 
in other words, you should 
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be able to assign the orig­
inal stimulus to a particular 
and specific category, be­
ginning, in broadest terms, 
with "identified" and "un­
identified. n 

Identified means that a 
particular phenomenon or 
object can be attributed to 
a known natural or man­
made source, be it a star, 
planet, weather balloon , or 
advertising blimp. 

By the same token, un­
identified does not in and 
of itself connote an extra­
terrestrial spaceship; it 
merely indicates that the 
source or stimulus of the 
original sighting remains 
unknown and unidentified. 
While all known phenome­
na may have been ruled 
out as a possible explana­
tion, other unknown, but 
perfectly mundane, phe-
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nomena may have been 
operative at the time. Put 
another way: Unidentified 
Flying Object means only 
that the object was uniden· 
tified after investigation, not 
that it was from another plan· 
et and necessarily hellbent 
on abducting humans and/or 
mutilating horses and cattle, 
or otherwise wreaking high­
tech alien havoc on the resi­
dents of Earth. 

As humans, we have a 
built-in classification sys­
tem to begin with, one that 
compares present experi­
ences with past ones on an 
"as like" bq.sis. Most of us 
have seen airplane landing 
lights at one time or anoth­
er, Venus shining like a 
searchlight in the evening 
or morning sky, a full moon 
peeping through ragged 
clouds, and whatnot. 

It's only when "Venus" 
suddenly executes an abrupt 
right-ang]e turn or divides 
into two smaller lights that 
streak away at high speed 
that we find our attention 
attracted and realize we 
may, in fact, be in the mid­
dle of a UFO sighting. 

One of the most thor­
oughly investigated and 
well-d0cumented UFO re­
ports in history is that of 
Trans-en-Provence, so called 
tor the small French village 
in which it occurred. 

,On the evening of Jan­
uary 8, 1981, Renato Nicolai 
was working in hjs garden 
when he heard a whistling 
noise. What he would later 
describe to government in­
vestigators as "a device in 

50 OMNI 

the form of two saucers, 
one inverted over the other," 
then allegedly touched down 
on his property about 200 
feet away. About five feet 
thick and the color of lead, 
the device reportedly rest­
ed on the ground for only a 
matter of seconds before 
lifting back up in the air 
above some pine trees and 
shooting away to the north­
east. A circular ring just over 
six feet in diameter was par­
tially scoured into the ground. 

Even when things are this 
unusual, the natural human 
impulse is to classify and 
dismiss what we see. The 
French contractor at Trans­
en-Provence, for example, 
felt he was witnessing some 
sort of secret aerial device 
built and flown by the 
French military. 

Other witnesses in simi­
lar sightings have suggest­
ed that apparently inexplic­
able objects were weather 
balloons or the Goodyear 
blimp, anything, in fact, but 
a UFO. 

Contrary to public opin­
ion, we are not primed to see 
UFOs everywhere at the drop 
of a proverbial hat. And ·most 
UFO reporters are not un­
abashed publicity seekers. 

Conservative indications 
are ·that fewer than one in 
twenty UFO sightings are 
ever reported to anyone 
other than immediate family 
members and friends. In­
deed, many witnesses start 
out in denial. Startled and 
surprised by what they see, 
they generally make repeat­
ed efforts to explain it to 

themselves or dismiss it 
altogether before even con­
sidering the possibility of 
classifying it as an Uniden­
tified Flying Object. -

The intended end goal 
of any proper UFO investi­
gation. of course, is.to sort 
through all possible expla­
nations in order to arrive at 
the most likely solution. 
Sometimes the UFO hunter 
cc;in easily attribute a sight­
ing to some mundane 
source, natural or manmade. 
At the same time, other 
sightings will remain uniden­
tified or unknown after the 
investigator's best attempts 
to explain. 

As we'U see, however, a 
classification of "unknown" ' 
presents its own problems 
and requires its own further 
classification system if the 
UFO hunter is to make any 
sense of the phenomenon 
at all. 

One such system comes 
to us from the Air Force, 
which used it to evaluate 
the quality of the unknowns. 
Were they worthy of further 
investigation? Or were they 
just too vague and amor­
phous, too cloudy, to pur­
sue at all? 

The· system, developed 
by the Air Technical Intelli­
gence Center (ATIC) at 
Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base, Dayton, Ohio, also 
home of Project Blue Book, 
held, first of all, that would­
be witnesses had to -time 
the duration of the sighting 
itself. When a sighting was 
less than 15 seconds, ac­
cording to the ATIC guide-

lines, "the probabilities are 
great that it is not worthy of 
follow-up. As a word of cau­
tion, however, should a large 
number of individual ob­
servers concur on an un­
usual sighting of a few. sec­
onds' duration. it should not 
be dismissed." 

The Air Force observed, 
no doubt correctly, that . 
sightings of extremely short 
duration generally turned 
out to be meteors. incoming 
space debris like satellites 
falling out of orbit, or some 
other mundane object only 
briefly glimpsed. 

The Air Force also placed 
value on multiple witnesses 
and a sighting's geographi­
cal range. "As an example," 
the ATIC memorandum 
noted, "twenty-five people 
at one spot may observe a 
strange light in the sky. This. 
however, has less weight 
than two reliable·people ob­
serving the same light from 
different locations. In the lat­
ter case a position-fix is 
indicated." Of course, it 
goes without saying that 25 
witnesses in a single loca­
tion will hold more weight 
than two witnesses also at a 
single locale. 

The Air Force consid­
ered the investigator's prox­
imity to the ,case crucial as 
well. That makes sense. 
Obviously if you live in Albany 
or Trenton, the chances of 
personally investigating any 
UFO case, however com­
pelling, in, say, Denver or 
San Francisco-never mind 
France or Russia- are great­
ly diminished. While much 
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can be inferred and con­
firmed by telephone, a per­
sonal , on-site investigation 
is best. 

The Air Force also placed 
some•emphasis on the reli­
ability of the witness; the 
more reliable the witness­
the more professional, the 
more educated, the more 
sane-the more the Air 
Force encouraged investi­
gators to pursue the case. 
This is a subjective call, ad­
mittedly, but qne we have to 
consider. Rightly or wrong­
ly, most of us regard a 57-
year-old astronomer or re­
tired fighter pilot as somehow 
more reliable--and there­

. fore more believable--than, 
say, a couple of high-school 
kids in a parked car. Chalk 
it up to human nature. 

To some extent, howev­
er, the perception is cor­
rect. The astronomer and 
the fighter pilot are traif']ed 
observers. They are familiar 
with much of what happens 
in the sky simply because 
that's what they get paid to 
do. At the same time, an 
advanced degree in astron­
omy or a pilot's license 
does not confer infallibility. 

For that matter, one of 
the most famous hoaxes in 
UFO history was perpetrat­
ed by a former Navy officer 
with a Ph.D. degree in bio­
chemistry. Ultimately, it is up 
to the individual investiga­
tor to establish or confirm the 
credentials and bona tides 
of his or her witnesses, and 
to corroborate their sighting 
as best he or she can. 

The Air Force also-con-

sidered the amount of 
elapsed time between when 
the UFO was sighted and 
when it was actually report­
ed or investigated. ATIC rec­
ommendations noted that 
"if the information cannot 
be obtained within seven 
days, the value of such in­
formation is greatly de­
creased." However, in cases 
where "physical evidence 
exists," the Air Force con­
ceded, "a follow-up should 
be made even if some of 
the above criteria have not 
been met." 

Ideally, any case should 
be investigated as soon as 
possible after it comes to 
the investigator's attention, 
but th is is not always feasi­
ble. Most of us have day 
jobs and family lives, as do 
most witnesses. Coordinating 
schedules is not always 
easy. Nor are al l of us suit­
ed to the personal interview 
situation and its demands. 
Moreover, much valuable 
historical UFO information 
remains essentially un­
plumbed and unmined. 

In une prominent exam­
ple, the front-page headline 

. of the Roswell (New Mex­
ico) Daily Record once an­
nounced in bold type that 
the Army Air Force had re­
covered a flying disc near -
by. That headline, dated 
Tuesday, July 8, 1947, lay 
buried in the Record's files 
for more than 30 years, until 
it was discovered by UFOi­
ogists in the late 1970s, set­
ting off an investigation 
which has resulted in at 
least four books and which 
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continues to this day. 
So the Air Force's seven­

day limit should be taken 
with a grain of salt. Besides, 
some inyestigations should 
be historical by nature and 
design. A few years back, 
for example, I approached 
the Sunday magazine sup­
plement of my local news­
paper with the idea for an 
article based on San 
Antonio residents who had 
previously reported UFOs. 
Part of the purpose of the 
article was to see whether 
the average citizen sti ll 
stood by, or even remem­
bered, his or her sightings 
years after the fact. From the 
offices of the Mutual UFO 
Network in nearby Seguin, 
Texas, I was able to exam­
ine the files of some ten 
past reports, the oldest 
having occurred a decade 
previously. Only one or two 
witnesses no longer lived in 
San Antonio. Somewhat to 
my surprise, the others re­
membered their sightings 
as if they had happened 
yesterday. "I 'll never forget 
it as long as I live," was an 
almost universal response. 
Equally interesting, despite 
the passage of time, was· 
the fact that the ev:ents 
dredged up from contem­
porary memory were re­
markably consistent with 
the original report, with little 
or no embellishment on the 
witnesses' part. 

I was able to conclude 
that, whatever the source of 
the UFO stimulus, its im­
pact and impression on 
percipients was both dra-
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matic and relatively "per­
manent." So, while sooner 
is no doubt better than later 
as a general rule of thumb, 
a week or more of elapsed 
time between a UFO event 
and the onset of an investi­
gation isn't necessarily the 
kiss of death the Air Force 
would have had us believe. 

The intended results of 
any investigation should also 
be considered .. If you want 
to examine how the national 
press treated UFO reports 
during the Korean War, for 
instance, or the origin of the 
phrase "little - green ·men" 
and its derogatory associa­
tion with the UFO phenome­
non in general, it doesn't 
make much difference when 
you get started-only how 
deep you're willing to dig. 

-And believe it or not, these 
questions are important.' 
They help us place individ­
ual sightings in cultural or 
historical context .• provide a 
referential base of meaning 
for the language used by 
witnesses, arid illuminate the 
social significance of the 
phenomenon as a whole. 
· Such searches also help 

with the broader goal: de'.. 
ciding whether a UFO is 
worth investigating in the 
first place. Once you have 
made that decision in the 
affirmative. you must be · 
able to categorize the par­
ticular sighting- to place it 
in the appropriate slot so it 
can be compared to other 
similar sightings that have 
come before. Toward that 
end, a usable classification 
system is a must. 
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The first classification 
system to gain widespread 
currency among civilian 
UFO investigators was that 
proposed by the late Dr. J. 
Allen Hynek in The UFO 
Experience (Henry Regnery 
Company, Chicago, 1972). 
Hynek certainly knew where­
of he spoke; from the sum­
mer of 1947 until December 
1969, he had served as the 
Air Force's scientific consul­
tant on UFO reports. The 
Hynek system had the ad­
vantage of being both sim­
ple and, as it turned out, 
memorable. (In fact, cine­
matic wunderkind Steven 
Spielberg would base one 
of the highest-grossing mo­
tion pictures of all time, Close 
Encounters of the Third 
Kind, on Hynek's evocative 
nomenclature.) 

Hynek's system was 
based on both numbers 
and phenomenology. Most 
UFOs were reported as brilc 
liant light sources seen in 
the nighttime sky, so his first 
category, or classification. 
was the self-explanatory 
"nocturnal light." 

Although significantly 
fewer in number, many UFOs 
were seen by the cold light 
of day, and the majority of 
these tended to be shaped 
like a circular plate or 
saucer, hence the popular 
phrase "flying saucer," and 
Hynek's second category, 
"daylight discs." 

Some daylight discs were 
reported by witnesses and, 
simultaneously, captured by 
radar. To these cases Hynek 
assigned the descriptive 

THE MOST 

FASCINATING YET 

TROUBLING 

UFO REPORTS WERE 

THI CLOSE 

ENCOUNTERS IN 

WHICH HUMAN 

BEINGS CLAI.M TO 

HAVE ACTUALLY 

TOUCHED OR BEEN 

TAKEN ABOARD 

A LANDED UFO OR­

IN THE CASE 

OF ABDUCTION,--TO 

Hl}VE BEEN 

KIDNAPPED BY THE 

ALIENS AND 

BEAMED ALOFT. 

term ''radar-visual." 
All of the above , tantal iz­

ing as any single case 
might have been, still repre­
sented remote observations, 
whether by human beings or 
electronic monitoring equip­
ment. More troubling-and 
therefore ultimately more 
interesting- were those UFO 
reports that could loosely 
be defined as "close en­
counters." And UFO re­
searchers found the closer 
the better in terms of the 
potential information that 
could conceivably be gath­
ered for review. 

Hynek was willing to 
consider the Air Force's 
basic contention that most 
UFO reports represented 
the simple misperception of 
ordinary objects or phe­
nomena-particularly when 
the UFO was seen at a dis­
tance. But Hynek also felt 
that the "misperception" 
theory tended to lose cre­
dence and viabi lity in those 
cases in which percipients 
claimed to have actually 
touched, or been taken 
aboard, a landed UFO. 

Hynek broke close en­
counter cases into three 
separate categories: those 
of the first, second; and th ird 
kind. All were assumed to 
have taken place within 500 
feet of the UFO stimulus. 

A close encounter of the 
first kind, subsequently ab­
breviated as CE I, was a 
UFO report in which the wit­
ness or witnesses claimed 
that the UFO physically· ap­
proached within 500 feet of 
their position but otherwise 
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·Believers and skeptics alike 
agree that much of the 
problem revolving around 
a dispassionate discussion 
of the so-called UFO phe­
nomenon stems from basic 
linguistics. Kenneth Arnold, 
for example, whose June 
24, 1947, sighting arguably 
initiated the modern era of 
UFO reports, never once 
mentioned "flying saucers" 
or UFOs. What Arnold told 
Associated Press reporter 
Bill Bequette was that the 
nine crescent-shaped ob­
jects he saw behaved "like 
a saucer skipping over wa­
ter." An anonymous head­
line writer coined the phrase 
"flying saucer," and the 
rest is pretty much history. 

left no lasting impression or 
residual effects on the sur­
rounding environment. In 
other words, it was a visual 
sighting only. 

At 6:05 on the morning 
of February 6, 1966 at 
Nederland, Texas, for in-

. stance, one of the most 
famous close encounters in­
volved at least three wit­
nesses and lasted for ap­
proximately five minutes. 
As the primary witness de­
scribed it, "the neighbor­
hood was lit up in a red glow. 
My first thought was that a 
police car was parked near­
by or a fire truck. I called to 
my wife that something must 
be wrong in the neighbor­
hood and to come and see. 
Suddenly I realized the light 

UFO- Unidentified Fly­
ing Object- also implies by 
definition that some sort of 
physical flying object is in­
volved in each and every 
UFO report, when it is not 
clear that this is the case. As 
astronomer J. Allen Hynek 
pointed out, "the U in UFO 
stands for 'Unidentified.'" 

As with flying saucer, the 
original coinage of UFO 
remains in some dispute. 
In the opening pages of 
his classic The Report on 
Unidentified Flying Objects, 
former Air Force captain 
and Project Blue Book · 
director Edward Ruppelt 
claims to have invented the 
phrase out of whole cloth. 
"UFO," he says unambigu-

was coming from overhead. 
I looked up and saw the 
outline of an object moving 
out past the pitch of my 
roof, approximately 250 to 
500 feet high. The red glow 
was coming from beneath 
the object, about center. It 
appeared as a stream of 
light coming from inside 
through a hole." 

A close encounter of the 
second kind (CE II) repre­
sented a sighting in which 
the UFO was not only seen 
at a distance of 500 feet or 
less, but also during wh_ich 
"measurable physical ef­
fects on the land and on 
animate and inanimate ob­
jects are reported " 

The Trans-en-Provence 
sighting mentioned earlier 

ously, "is the official term 
that I created to replace the 
words 'flying saucers."' In 
a briefing-classified secret 
at the time-given the Air 
Defense Command in De­
cember of 1952, Ruppel! 
reiterated, saying, "We don't 
like the name 'flying sau­
cers' and ooly rarely use it 
because it seems to repre­
sent weird stories, hoaxes 
[and s·ome] sort of joke." 
But earlier that same, year 
Ruppelt had contributed an 
article . to Air Intelligence 
Digest in which he referred 
to UFOs as UAOs- U.nid_en­
Ufied Aerial Objects. 

UAO, however, had first 
been used by Project Sign, 
Project Blue Book's prede-

is a perfect example of a CE . 
II case. The witness was 
within 500 feet or less of the 
object, landing traces were 
found, and ·scientists were , 
later able to determine an 
implied physical effect on 
the environment apparently 
caused by the UFO source . 
In this case, physical effects 
were n;iost pronounced in 
plant samples, which regis­
tered a measurable reduc­
tion in the green pigment 
known as chlorophyll. 

Many CE 11 cases in­
volve individuals whose car 
engines stall and headlights 
go out, as was reported by 
two witnesses at Loch Raven 
Dam, Maryland, on October 
26, 1958. The pair had just 
driven over the dam and 

UFO 

cessor, in USAF Report 
No. F-TR-2274-1A, .which 
dated from February of 
1949. In addition, a 600-
page reportreleased in De­
cember of that same year 
(Technical Report No. 102-
AC49\ 15-100 )-two years 
before Ruppelt assumed 
the Project Blue Book man­
tle-was titled "Unidentified 
Flying Objects- Project 
Grudge.'' Clearly, the UFO 
acronym had crept into of­
ficial Air Force usage be­
fore Ruppelt'.s time. The 
true originator of the phrase, 
in other words, was un­
doubtedly some lower-. 
echelon staff person who 
will probably forever re­
main anonymous.DO 

were approaching a bridge 
when they noticed "a large, 
flat, sort of egg-shaped 
object" hovering about 100 
feet above its superstruc­
ture, at wh ich point the 
car's electrical system ap­
parently failed. 

The engine died and the 
dashboard lights and head­
lights went out. Then "a bril­
liant flash of white light" 
emanated from the object 
and both witnesses ·· tell 
heat on our faces. " A "dull 
explosion" was heard, the 
object began rising ver: -
cally and disappeared frorr 
view in a matter of five iO 

ten seconds. 
A CE Il l was defined. in 

Hynek's words, as one "in 
.which animated entities (ot-
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ten called 'humanoids/ 
'aliens,' or ·occupants') have 
been reported." 

One of the more cele­
brated and controversial 
CE Ill cases involved police­
man Lonnie Zamora of Soc­
orro, New Mexicm. On the 
afternoon of April 24, 1964, 
Zamora said he broke off 
chasing a speeding motor­
ist when his attention was 
distracted by a descending 
object emitting flames. It 
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finally passed out of sight 
behind a small hill. 

Eventually, Zamora was 
able to drive his patrol car 
within 150 feet of the object, 
which, he said, now resem­
bled an egg-shaped craft 
parked atop metallic legs at 
the bottom of a gully. Two 
white-cloaked figures stood 
nearby, he reported , and he 
could see a kind of insignia 
on the side of the craft. . At 
Zamora's approach the two 
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figures reportedly climbed 
inside the craft, which then 
took off vertically and shot 
off horizontally. 

To his dying day, Hynek 
remained concerned and 
perplexed by the growing 
new category of UFO reports 
known as "abductions" 
(sometimes referred to as CE 
IVs), those instances in which 
witnesses claim to have 
been ''beamed" or otherwise 
transported aboard UFOs 

against their will , often in a 
state of physical paralysis. 
The most famous such case, 
perhaps because it was 
one of the first, involved Betty 
and Barney Hill of Ports­
mouth, New Hampshire. On 
the evening of September 
19, 1961 , the two were 
returning home from vaca­
tion in Niagara Falls along 
an isolated highway when 
they reportedly experienced 
two hours of "missing time." 
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Under hypnosis, the Hills 
filled in their memory gap 
with an account of abduc­
tion. Whi le inside the star­
ship, both said, they were 

. subjected to invasive med­
ical procedures performed 
by alien beings dressed in 
shiny black uniforms and 
caps. Afterward, the Hills 
were allegedly returned to 
their car and allowed to go 
on their way. 

While more serviceable 
than anything the Air Force 
ever managed, the Hynek 
classification system. also 
had its shortcomings, as was 
readily apparent For exam­
ple, not all daylight UFOs 
were shaped like discs. 
Triangle-, c igar-, box-, 
boomerang-, teapot-, and 
globe-shaped UFOs have 
also been reported, and not 
just once or twice, but on 
numerous occasions. 

Moreover, not all noctur­
nal lights are necessarily 
simple pinpricks of )u­
minosity. Multicolored beams 
and rays of light have been 
reported over the years, as 
have diffuse areas of illumi­
nation that can only be de­
scribed as glowing shapes. 

And then there were the 
"high-strangeness" cases, 
those reports in which the 
UFO allegedly "morphed," 
or changed shape, divided 
into two or three, disap­
peared from view altogether, 
or otherwise violated the 
known norm of physics. Nor 
were the reported physical 
effects always lined up like 
neat ducks in a row. Some­
times a UFO seemed to 

burn, scar, or otherwise harm 
its nearby percipients-on 
rare, unconfirmed occasions 
fatally- whi le at other times 
the effect, or by-product, of 
a UFO close encounter could 
only be described as heal­
ing or beneficial, almost en­
lightening, in nature. To para­
phrase Forrest Gump: "UFO 
is as UFO does." 

Indeed, one has only to 
review a small number of 
the abduction cases that 
can now be found some­
where in the media almost 
every day to see the princi­
ple illustrated. Some abduc­
tees claim that the aliens 
are brutal, infl icting untold 
pain and torture with each 
new encounter. Others, 
however, say that the aliens 
are benevolent visitors, here 
to -help us transcend our 
own frailties so the human 
species can prevail. 

Given all the fine distinc­
tions, it fell to computer sci­
entist Jacques Vallee, author 
of several pioneer UFO 
studies, to fine-tune Hynek's 
system of UFO case classi­
fication. In its final version 
(see chart), Val lee main­
tained Hynek's basic dis­
tinction of UFO sightings as 
either distant or extremely 
near events. To reflect the 
fact that certain aspects of 
the UFO phenomenon often 
seem related to anomalous 
experiences in general (pol­
tergeists, near-death, out­
of-body experiences, and so 
on) he added the category 
of Anomaly to those pro­
posed by Hynek. 

Columns running verti-
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cally down Vallee's chart re­
flect the various categories. 
AN stands for Anomaly. Fly­
By (FB) and Maneuver 
(MA), are basical ly equiva­
lent to Hynek's distant en­
counters (that is, Nocturnal 
Lights, Daylight Discs, and 
RadarNisuals), with the dif­
ference that Vallee's terms 
ultimately reflect the behav­
ior of the phenomenon it­
self, as opposed to the cir­
cumstances (day, night, ra­
dar) of the actual sighting. 
Vallee's final category is also 
the CE, or Close Encounter. 

Each of these basic cate­
gories has five "d~grees" 
of horizontal complication, 
as reflected in the chart and 
roughly equivalent to the 
distance of the observer 
from the phenomenon. 
These horizontal elements 
include: ( 1) Sighting, (2) 
Physical Effects, (3) Living 
Entities, (4) Reality Trans­
formation, ' and (5) Lasting 
Injury. Each category is rep­
resented by a telling icon. 

Thus, for those tapping 
Into Vallee's system, AN1 
would represent anomalous 
events such as amorphous 
lights or sounds with no ob­
vious source and no lasting 
physical effects. 

AN2 are anomalies that 
display lasting physical ef­
fects-for instance, objects 
that appear out of nowhere 
or fields. with mysterious. 
flattened swirls of grass. 

AN3 would involve any 
report of an entity, be it an 
alien, an elf, or a ghost. 

AN4 would be those 
anomalous experiences in 
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which the percipient re­
ports interacting with the 
entity; here Vallee includes 
religious visions and mira­
c les, near-death experi­
ences, and some out-of­
body experiences. 

ANS represents anom­
alous healing, injury, or 
death-associated phe­
nomena include sponta­
neous combustion, mirac­
ulous healing, and even 
some instances of sponta­
neous remission. 

FB 1 would be a simple 
sighting of a UFO flying in 
the sky, the most common 
of all UFO reports. 

FB2 is a fly-by with as­
sociated physical effects, 
such as a fall of alleged 
"angel hair." 

FB3 is a fly-by in which 
living entities are seen on 
board the UFO, usually in­
side a clear dome or through 
windows or portholes. 

FB4 represents a fly-by 
in which the witness's sense 
or experience of reality is 
affected at a distance. This 
might involve a loss of mem­
ory or a momentary feeling 
of paralysis. 

FB5 would represent 
lasting injuries as a result 
of a fly-by. This could range 
from the "sunburn" experi­
enced by Richard Drey­
fuss's character in Close 
Encounters of the Third 
Kind to more serious radi­
ationlike burns reported by 
other UFO witnesses. 

Vallee's Maneuver (MA) 
category describes distant 
UFOs. Unlike their Fly-By 
counterparts, objects in 
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MA sightings are said to 
execute abrupt changes in 
trajectory- a right-angle 
turn, for instance, or a · 
rapid approach. 

Vallee's final category is 
the Close Encounter (CE) 
and its now self-explanato­
ry permutations, ranging in 
complexity, as with Ma­
neuvers, from Sighting to 
Lasting Injury. 

Vallee also applies what 
he calls the "SVP credibi li­
ty rating" to individual UFO 
incidents, in which the ini­
tials stand for Source relia­
bility (credibility of witness­
es), site Visit (credibil ity 
and efficacy of investiga­
tors), and Possible expla­
nation. Each letter in order 
is assigned a digit from O 
to 4 as follows. S, Source 
reliability: (O) unknown or 
unreliable, (1) known source 
of uncalibrated reliability, 
(2) secondhand reliable 
source, (3) firsthand reli-

. able source. (4) firsthand 
personal interview by reli­
able investigator; V, on-site 
Visit: (0) none or unknown, 
( 1) casual visit by individ­
ual not familiar with phe­
nomenon, (2) visit by per­
son or persons familiar with 
phenomenon, (3) reliable 
investigator with some past 
experience, (4) one or more 
visits to site by skilled ana­
lyst(s); P, Possible expla­
nation: (O) if data is consis­
tent with natural causes, ( 1) 
data indicates only a slight 
deviation from possible 
natural cause, (2) data sug­
gests a gross deviation of 
at least one natural param-
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eter, (3) data indicative of 
gross alterations of several 
parameters, (4) best avail­
able evidence indicates no 
natural explanation. 

· Under Vallee's SVP 
Credibil ity Rating system. 
then, an average "good" 
UFO report might be rated 
222 · in terms of overall 
"weight" or reliability. This 
would mean that the re­
port, although secondhand, 
was from a reliable source 
(S2), that the actual· sight­
ing site had been visited 
and investigated by per­
sons familiar with the UFO 
phenomenon (V2), and that 
at. least one accepted law 
of nature would have to be 
grossly distorted to assign· 
the sighting a natural ex­
planation (P2). 

If the Vallee classifica­
tion system seems too con­
fusing or complex or too 
far out at first glance, then · 
you might want to stick 
with Hynek's for the time 
being, at least until you 
gain more on-the-job expe­
rience. The important thing 
is to keep a detailed record 
of your investigation; that 
way other investigators will 
be able to assign credibil i­
ty ratings of their own. 
. Now that you know how 

to c lassify UFO reports, 
you're ready to venture out 
in the field on your own. 
Next month, we'll describe 
the tools of the UFO hunt­
er's trade. After you outfit 
yourself lock, stock, and 
barrel. you'll be able to 
start your investigation of 
the best UFOs.00 
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Close Encounters of the 
Orange Kind 
·For quite a few years my 
family has been aware that 
something strange has 
been happening to us. The 
innocence and insight of my 
two young children finally 
defined what these strange 
events were: abductions. 

I eventually sought the 
help of Dr. David Jacobs of 
Temple University I did this 
in an attempt to deal with 
and understand this phe­
nomenon that so plagues 
my' family. 

Because so little docu­
mentation can be found 
on this subject, I set out on 
an investigative course of 
my own. I have kept de­
tailed notes and charts. I 
have countless photos of 
physical "aftermaths" of 
abductions found on our 
bodies. I have also opened 
up our experiences to sci­
entific investigation and will­
ingly played "guinea pig" 
to various types of equip­
ment set up in our home. 

Through the above­
mentioned course of action 
and my strong-willed de­
sire to stop these intrusions, 
I have become more aware 
of the signs and symp­
toms of a.bduction events. 
On the morning of De­
cember 22, 1993, various 
signs and symptoms of an 
abduction were found on 
my seven-year-old son . 
When I woke up my son 
for school, I noticed some 
dried blood on his nose. 
Further investigation of his 
bedclothes revealed a 

substantial amount of dried 
blood on his pillow, indica­
tive of a nocturnal nose­
bleed. This is quite com­
mon among abductees. 

The child also had three 
large bruises on his left 
lower stomach area which 
had not been present the 
evening before. The third 
and most unusual of the 
signs found on the child 
is what prompts me to 
write this letter. On his 
right lower stomach area 
was a blotch of brown-

. ish/orange residue that, 
like the bruises, was not 
evident the night before. 

My husband and I had 
seen a substance similar 
to this only one other time. 
Some months before, my 
four-year-old daughter, who 
also recalls detailed ac­
counts of abductions, woke 
one morn ing with this 
orange substance splat­
tered all over her face. We 
questioned the child and 
investigated the room for 
the possible origin of this 
substance (for example, 
food, toys, play makeup, 
and so on). We came up 
with nothing. I took a few 
photos of my daughter's 
face and then, having no 
other course of action, pro­
ceeded to wipe the sub­
stance off. 

Two weeks following the 
incident with my daughter, 
I investigated this event 
through discussion and 
hypnosis. We found that this 
substance was indeed ap­
plied during an abduction 
event and it served a dis-

tinct purpose. My hus- samples. Two major uni­
band and I were devastat- versities and one indepen­
ed at the notion of having dent laboratory have run · 
found material used in tests attempting to deter­
"outer space" and of not mine the makeup of this 
having the foresight to ob- unusual compound. Though 
tain samples before wip- the exact nature of the 
ing it off. When we saw the compound hasn't been 
same residue on our · son defined, it is certain that 
we made sure we took the combination of ele­
samples. ments .contained therein 

I took photographs of resembles nothing known 
the orange material on my to be found in a normal 
son's stoma.ch and photos household environment.All 
of his bruises as well. I test results exhibit a high 
photographed his face sulfuric content as well as 
where the dried blood was other common elements. 
around his nose and, to this The EDS scan shows a 
day, still have the blood- significant spike lab~led to 
stained pillow put away for be Rubidium, which has an 

, whatever. I then immedi- atomic number of 37 and 
ately called an abduction has radioactive properties. 
researcher. I explained to More sophisticated spec­
him what we found on my · troscopic analysis would 
son and sought his guid- prove to be of great value 
ance. It was my under- in determining the con­
standing that many at- tents of this compound. 
tempts by other abduc- Apart from what has al-· 
tees to retain samples of ready been submitted, I 
this substance had failed just received word from one 
because the residue has a • of the· universities that fur­
tendency to fade/~vapo- ther testing has been com­
rate/disappear I did riot p leted on this orange ma­
want t~is to happen to us. terial. It is my understand-

My husband and I ing that no organic com­
soaked a few cotton swabs ponents were identified. 
with ru[?bing alcohol and I understand that what­
proceeded to wipe the ever this substance is 
substance from my child's finally determined to be­
stomach. The cotton swabs no matter how extraordi­
containing the residue were nary- that it in and of itself 
then wrapped in plastic, does not prove the exist­
set in an.airtight container, ence .of UFOs nor will it 
and placed -in a dark cup- validate in a skeptic's mind 
board . One set of swabs the reality of the abduction 
was sent to the abduction phenomenon. What I do 
researcher, another set hope is that this may help 
given to Dave Jacobs, and provide, at best, another . 
I kept the two remaining tangible "clue"- verifiable 
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by the scientific communi­
ty-toward the ultimate 
search for answers. 

I am not a UFO fanatic 
I am, however, an unwill­
ing · participant caught in 
the .web of the abduction 
experience. I am wi lling to 
work with any reputable 
persons in an attempt to 
gain knowledge in this 
area. I am willing to openly 
tell my family's story if 
sharing our experiences will 
help to educate others. I 
want this intrusion to stopl 

I . appreciate the long­
awaited serious approach 
that Omni is taking in ad­
dressing this issu~. 

Name withheld 
by request 

Editor's Note: 
Omni's Project Open Book 
is currently investigating 
the information this reader 
submitted. Results from the 
investigation will be pub­
lished in a future issue. 

Alien Crop Sculptures 
I have seen a lot of televi­
sion programs about crop 
formations and small 
meta.Ilic balls that suppos-' 
edly create these awesome 
crop sculptures. What the 
hell is going on out there? 
Europe is being invaded 
by extraterrestrial artists 
and I feel like no one cares 
except for a few UFOi­
ogists and locals. These 
crop sculptures are too 
perfect to have been cre­
ated by humans with tools 
and they are too perfect to 
have been created by nat-
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ural weather occurrences. 
In order to create these 

you would need a bird's­
eye view and very large 
tools or electromagnetism. 
Someone is leaving mes­
sages in fields and I want 
to know why and what 
they mean. Most that I've 
seen appear to be sym­
bols of unknown meaning, 
yet they are fami liar in 
some subliminal way. Could 
aliens be easing their way 
into our lives and minds 
via crop sculptures? 

I'm assuming that aliens 
communicate using sym­
bols and these sculptures 
are more than just unique · 
designs with no sign ifi­
cance. They are doing this 
for a reason and we should 
take it seriously. We finally 
have physical proof that 
aliens exist and it is time to 
investigate the evidence. 
Crop sculpture may be 
one step closer to a formal 
relatio'nship with aliens. 

J. Case 
Scottsdale, AZ 

A Tale of Two Sightings 
I had an incredible sight­
ing in September 1989. 
My girlfriend and I had just 
spent the whole day at the 
Grand Canyon in Arizona. 
It was evening, we were 
on the highway heading to 
Flagstaff- approximately 
ten miles south of the 
Grand Canyon-and I no­
ticed what appeared to be 
satellites in the sky- first a 
few. then many. They had 
the appearance of fireflies 
in. the night sky. The indi-
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vidual lights began to 
"jockey for position" moving 
up and down at 90 degree 
angles. They suddenly be­
came huge and formed a 
great stacked formation in 
the sky-then slowly moved 
across the sky keeping their 
formation. 

My girlfriend and I were 
both watching this incredi­
ble event and both agreed 
that "these were definitely 
UFOs." Unfortunately the 
highway was empty at the 
time, it was approximately 
9:00 p.m. I intuitively felt a 
connection with the event 
an.d feel that a letter M was 
being created, which is 
my first initial. 

About three months 
after the event I was walk­
ing down Fifth Avenue and 
23rd Street, intensely re­
membering the experience. 
For some reason I looked 
up, there were two objects 
hovering far above the 
Empire State Building. They 
hovered there for about 45 
minutes. 

During both events I 
was stone cold sober and 
I am absolutely not prone 
to hallucinations. The first 
event was witnessed by 
two totally awake, sober, 
intelligent, college educat­
ed individuals. I have 
been left with a deep feel­
ing of ·anger for an.y skep­
ticism concerning UFOs, 
but understand that un­
less someone actually 
sees them, they will prob­
ably be skeptical. 

Marshall Jacobowitz 
New York, NYOO 
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If UFO abductions are real, 
there should be real evi­
dence for them. That sim­
ple premise has led Vic­
toria Alexander, a writer and 
UFO researcher in Santa 
Fe, to advocate the use of 
crime-scene investigative 
techniques to obtain evi­
dence in UFO abduction 
cases. "After all ," she says, 
"crimes are supposedly 
being committed. The ali­
ens are accused of unlaw­
ful entries, kidnappings, as­
saults, and rapes. So I think 
it's time we start looking at 
the typical bedroom ab­
duction as a police crime­
scene unit would. " 

Alexander's interest in 
a forensic approach grew 
out of her frustration over 
the lack of physical evi­
dence in abduction cases. 
the helplessness of the vic­
tims, and the apparent 
willingness of many UFO 
researchers to simply ac­
cept such stories as true. 
Though the crime lab ap­
proach has never been pro­
posed- let alone attempt-
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ed-in two decades of UFO 
abduction investigations, 
Alexander felt it was the next 
logical step. 

"Since the vast majority 
of abductees claim the al i­
ens are humanoid , not 
robots," she argues. "there 
should be biological and 
chemical traces of their 
presence. If these are real 
events, if the aliens are real, 
if contact is taking place, 
there has· to be real evi­
dence for it-latent finger­
prints. fungi, particles, what­
ev.er. It's a basic tenet of 
criminalistics that when any 
two items come in contact 
there will qe an exchange 
of microscopic particles." 

But the only way to gath­
er such evidence, Alex­
ander realizes, is to recruit 
the cooperation of "con­
scious repeaters," those 
people who claim to be ab­
ducted over and over again 
and remember it the next 
morning. The first thing they 
should do is take a urine 
sample, she says. "Lab 
tests of urine should show 
if the body has undergone 
any stress. And if the a,b­
ductee wakes up with a 
bloody nose, they should 
keep a sample of that, too, 
for later analysis." 

Otherwise, anything the 
aliens have come in con­
tact with- any part of the 
abductee's clothes they 
may have touched, any por­
tion of bedroom floor or car­
pet they may have walked 
over-might yield tangible 
evidence: hair, secretions, 
prints, or particles from 
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their skin, clothes, or craft. 
Alexander is calling on 

abductees to collect this evi­
dence themselves. "There 
is not an emergency room 
in the country that is going 
to say 'Oh, you've been 
raped by al iens? Let's run 
some tests,"' she notes. 
"No poliee department is 
going . to believe such a 
story and go through your 
place with a fi ne-toothe~ 

comb. Abductees have to 
do it themselves. And UFO 
investigators can help. It has 
to start this way. Then, later, 
maybe we can attract the 
help of professionals." 

Thomas Van Valken­
burgh, bureau chief of 
the Department of Public 
Safety's crime lab at the 
New Mexico State Pol ice 
headquarters in Santa Fe, 
finds Alexander's sugges­
tion feasible. "We should 
be able to use forensic tech­
niques in this situation," he 
says, "'though I have a 
problem with people doing 
their own crime scene be­
cause they are not trained." 
He admits, however, that 
since some police bureaus 
may turn down requests, 
people "are probably going 
to have to do it themselves. 
at least at first." 

The reaction to Alex­
ander's proposal in the UFO 
community has been gen­
erally positive. "I think it's 
great, " says John Carpenter, 
director of abduction re~ 
search for the Mutual UFO 
Network, "if it's done prop­
erly. My main concern is 
who is doing it and how well 
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it's done. Having the ab­
ductees do it themselves 
might stir up new claims of 
hoaxing and improper pro­
cedure. Ideally, it should 
be done by an outsider." 

Temple University histo­
rian David Jacobs, C\Uthor 
of Secret Life: Firsthand Ao­
counts of UFO Abductions, 
also gives the proposal a 
thumbs-up. "Any effort to 
gather evidence is worth 
doing," he says, though he 
doubts the aliens have fin­
gerprints, based ori the re­
ports he has from abduc­
tees who have seen their 
captors' fingers close-up. 

Victoria Alexanderis now 
working on a manual de­
scribing collection proto­
cols, and she's designing a 
kit to be used by abduc­
tees and investigators. "We 
have to at least make the at­
tempt," she continues. 
"Even if it all fails, if the 
prints are sloppy or don't 
come out. At least we will be 
changing the abductees' 
mind-set about the expe­
rience. I want them to stop 
thinking of themselves as 
victims and start · thinking 
about trying to find an an­
swer. Doing this has to 
change their whole experi­
ence. This sort of p·articipa­
tion should empower them." 

Skeptics, not surpris­
ingly, tend to regard such 
proposals as futile. "In my 
opinion," says Phi li p J. 
Klass, "if abductions were 
fact and not fantasy, we 
would have had impres­
sive evidence a long, long 
time ago. "00 
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